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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.   Regional Development Australia Fund

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Regional Development Australia Fund (RDAF) was established to provide support for the infrastructure needs of regional Australia. Nearly $1 billion has been allocated to the program (with some funding subject to the Minerals Rent Resource Tax). The program funds capital infrastructure projects which are identified as priorities by local communities.

Rounds Three and Four of the Regional Development Australia Fund (RDAF) have opened.

Round Three will provide $50 million for projects in small towns, while Round Four will provide $175 million for strategic infrastructure projects in regional Australia.

· Round Three will support small towns (population of less than 30,000) with $50 million in grant funding to be provided.

· Round Four will support strategic infrastructure projects and is modelled on the successful Rounds One and Two. $175 million in grant funding will be provided.

A number of proposed projects may be considered to be the normal responsibility of local governments, including upgrades to or refurbishment of sewerage systems, water pipes and stormwater drains; the construction of public amenity blocks; minor upgrades to a town centre; or the construction or refurbishment of council offices. Local, state and territory governments are responsible for local roads and access drives, roads in remote and regional centres, and bridges. Funding is available from the Commonwealth for these purposes through a number of mechanisms, including the Financial Assistance Grants and dedicated roads funding programs.

However, it is also accepted that local governments may require additional support for some of their normal activities including, for example, significant upgrades to existing infrastructure; the introduction of new, innovative systems and technologies; enhancing facilities to adopt or adapt to new technologies, or the construction of new public-use facilities. RDAF funding will be available for activities which are normally the responsibility of local, state or territory governments where a strong case for additional funding support is made.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.   Use of E.coli Test Kits

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Department of Energy and Water Supply (DEWS) Office of the Water Supply Regulator (OWSR) has requested that members are made aware of a newly published policy concerning the use of field test kits for drinking water compliance monitoring.  The policy confirms what has essentially been established practice for some time; that is where water service providers can demonstrate that they have logistical difficulties complying with the E. coli monitoring requirements stipulated under the Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008, methods such as commercially available field tests may be acceptable.  The policy is available here http://www.qldwater.com.au/DWQ and includes requirements for regular validation of results.

We have also sought clarification on the department’s position in relation to the use of these kits for recycled water testing and have been advised that a policy is currently being drafted.  In brief:

· The department suggests that there are limitations on the suitability of commercial testing kits for detection of E. coli in effluent/wastewater.  

· The quality of recycled water produced by a scheme in part determines if ‘in house’ testing using commercial testing kits can be undertaken for the purpose of final water quality monitoring:

· If a scheme produces Class A+ recycled water, OWSR does not accept the use of commercial E. coli testing kits for recycled water quality monitoring.

· If a scheme produces Class A and/or B recycled water ‘in house’ testing using commercial E. coli testing kits can be undertaken as long as set QA/QC conditions are met.

· If a scheme produces Class C or D recycled water you may not be able to use commercial E. coli testing kits due to the kits’ upper detection limit which may not allow determination of compliance with the annual values standard required for Class C and D recycled water. 

Should a Recycled Water Provider wish to use commercial E. coli testing kits for validation monitoring, they are advised to contact OWSR on 07 3247 0399 to discuss this further in all instances.

qldwater's Water Quality (E. coli) fact sheet is available for download here.  Over the coming weeks we are looking to post details on our web site of available laboratory services including those offered by other water service providers.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.   AWA QWater’12 Conference

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

QWater'12 Conference - Registrations close soon!

Friday, 9 - Saturday, 10 November, RACV Royal Pines Resort, Gold Coast 

A highlight on the Queensland Calendar, QWater returns to the Gold Coast. Come and hear from leaders in the water industry, including:
· Jon Black, Director-General, Dept. of Energy and Water Supply

· Louise Dudley, CEO, Queensland Urban Utilities

· Paul Heaton, Director, Gold Coast Water

Rob Fearon from qldwater will also be presenting on QWRAP and industry futures.

Final Program
Registration and more information
QWater'12 Brochure (Print version)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4.   10 Partial Scholarships on offer to study IWC Graduate Certificate in Water Planning

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Applications for the International WaterCentre's Graduate Certificate in Integrated Water Management (with specialisation in Water Planning) are currently open for Semester 1, 2013.
The program is designed to equip participants with a broad set of transdisciplinary skills to design and assess social and environmental impact assessments; to use leading ecosystem health and environmental flows science to inform water resource management; to design and assess community & stakeholder engagement strategies, and; to understand and critically employ a range of water planning frameworks and tools, including economic assessment. 

The program is delivered part-time/distance over two semesters and available only to Australian/NZ citizens and Australian permanent residents. Students enrol through Griffith University
Partial scholarships ($2,000)
IWC is offering partial scholarships ($2,000) to the first 10 students who enrol in the program. There is no separate application form, simply apply for the program as soon as possible and by the 31 January 2013.

More information
· Brochure (PDF)
· Program benefits
· Modules
Apply now
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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